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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
June 10, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gage, Vice-Chair Owens, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, Acting Clerk to the Board High, staff, media and citizens.

1. Appointment of Acting Clerk to the Board – Clerk to the Board Fehrmann was on vacation.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to appoint Angé High as the temporary acting Clerk to the Board, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
2. Call to Order of the FY 2013/14 Annual Budget Public Hearing – Chair Gage called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of the public hearing was to receive public comment on the proposed FY 2013/14 annual budget.
3. Invocation – Commissioner Gasperson gave the invocation.
4. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Holbert led the pledge.
5. Citizen Comments – Karen Bultman, Chair of the Saluda Senior Center Board, said the Saluda Senior Center needs $50,000 from the county to update the facility.  Ruth Thomas spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position.  Robbie ter Kuile spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position.  Katharine Smith encouraged the Commissioners to listen to the needs and wishes of all their constituents.  Renée McDermott said that, instead a ¼ cent tax decrease, the $66,038 should be used to fund the requested DSS social worker position and the requested Foothills Humane Society (FHS) increase.  Russell Mierop said that while the ¼ cent tax cut is a worthwhile notion, the money could be better spent on funding the requested DSS social worker position and the requested Foothills Humane Society (FHS) increase.  Gary Poague spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position.  Jonathan Bole spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position.  Clint Blanton spoke in support of funding the requested FHS increase, but was against the county paying the bills for animals brought in from other states.  Mary Parker spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position.  Ellen Thomas spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position and the requested Foothills Humane Society (FHS) increase.  Preston White spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position and against the ¼ cent tax decrease.  Dave Maxwell spoke in support of funding the requested FHS increase and against the ¼ cent tax decrease.  Emily Clark spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position and the requested FHS increase.  Adam Hignite spoke in support of funding the requested FHS increase.  Leonard Rizzo spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position and the requested FHS increase.  Deborah O’Donnell spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position.  
6. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Gasperson spoke in support of funding the requested FHS increase.  Commissioner Gasperson also spoke in support of funding the requested DSS social worker position, and expressed regret for not supporting the position in the past.  Commissioner Gasperson read the following statement and asked that it be included verbatim in the minutes:  

“There are two vital flaws in the proposed budget.  First is the failure to base the budget within the parameters of the anticipated revenues for the next budget year.  In order to balance the budget, $435,000 is being taken from the county's savings account, the Rainy Day Fund.  Second, because funds from savings are being used, the token tax cut is in reality is being paid for from the taxpayer's savings account, the Rainy Day Fund.  This proposed action defies fiscal responsibility and common sense.  Also, as I have stated previously, if the majority on this Board of Commissioners is determined to abandon limited local government for increasingly expanded local government, then do what is necessary to find the means to pay for this expansion. Otherwise, to follow the path of tax cuts along with continued pulling from the Rainy Day Fund to balance the books may in time result in a financial crisis such as the one in 1999-2000 when the state almost had to come in and take over the financial management of Polk County.  That may be a long shot, that we would return to a state of the county being virtually bankrupt.  We have a superb finance director and her staff, and I know that our finance department would certainly give us the warnings that we could change course if we headed for that.  At the same time, I am concerned that we are starting down a path that could lead to a lot of financial concerns in the future, whereas we have been following a course by which we had been basing a budget entirely within the parameters of the anticipated revenues." 
Commissioner Pack said that pulling out of the “rainy day fund” is nothing new to this county.  Commissioner Pack said in this budget the money is being pulled out up front, instead of throughout the year with budget amendments - when citizens were less likely to pay attention to it.  Commissioner Pack said this budget is up-front and honest. 

Chair Gage thanked everyone for their comments, and said they will be taken under consideration.  Vice-Chair Owens asked FHS to provide information regarding their sources of income and their reserve fund before the budget is passed on June 17, 2013.  
7. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
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