August 20, 2012
Page 1 of 4

POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, August 20, 2012, 3:00pm
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building
Columbus, NC
MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gasperson, Vice-Chair McDermott, Commissioner Owens, Commissioner Pack and Commissioner Walker.  Also in attendance were County Manager Whitson, County Attorney Egan, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.
1. Call to Order of the Public Hearing Concerning a Proposed Economic Development Incentive & The One North Carolina Fund Grant – Chair Gasperson called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of the hearing was to receive public comment regarding a proposed economic development incentive offered by Polk County for a local manufacturing expansion as authorized under NCGS 158-7.1.  The incentive offered will be a county investment of $115,000.00 over a three year period.  This incentive will be matched by a state One North Carolina Fund grant.  Polk County has determined that the public benefits to be derived and received from the company include the creation of 23 new jobs.  Polk County has also determined the value of such public benefit as calculated under NCGS 158-7.1 would be at least equal to the benefits provided.  Notice for this public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin on August 9, 2012.  Libbie Johnson, ETDC Director, was present to answer questions.  
2. Citizen Comments – There were no citizen comments.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were no Commissioner comments.
4. Motion to Adjourn – Commissioner Owens moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Board of Commissioners’ Meeting – Chair Gasperson called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Commissioner Pack gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Walker led the pledge.
8. Approval of Minutes – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the August 6, 2012, regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.      
9. Approval of Agenda – County Manager Whitson asked that the CDBG 2011 Community Investment & Assistance Grant Project Budget Ordinance in the amount of $250,000 be added as Agenda Item #21(C), and that Budget Amendment #1 in the amount of $10,000 to appropriate fund balance for a venture that will promote Polk County’s tourism industry be added as Agenda Item #21(D).  Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the agenda with the additions, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.
10. Memorandum Regarding Requested Swap for Easements – County Manager Whitson presented the memorandum, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the conveyance of the correct easement location as shown on the “Exclusive Easement” plat from the county to Mike and Susan Mann, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously. 

11. Economic Development Incentive & The One North Carolina Fund Application – Commissioner Owens clarified that the county’s match will be paid quarterly over a three year period.  Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the Economic Development Incentive and The One North Carolina Fund Application for a local manufacturing expansion as authorized under NCGS 158-7.1. in the amount of $115,000.00 over a three year period, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.
12. Close Out of Alexander’s Ford Project – Ambrose Mills, Project Manager, gave the update, and was presented with a plaque by the Board in recognition of his dedication to this initiative.  The grand opening will be held on October 5, 2012.  Commissioner Owens noted that no county funds were spent on the Alexander’s Ford Project, which has taken six years to come to fruition and was entirely funded through various grants.
13. Plumbing Inspector of the Year for 2011-2012 – Steve Jones, Director of Inspections, received this award from the North Carolina Plumbing Inspectors Association - edging out approximately 1,500 competitors - and the BOC congratulated him on his accomplishment.
14. Tax Collector July Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, presented the request.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the refund request, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.  
15. Allrail, Inc./CDBG Resolutions & Contract – Teresa Spires, IPDC Grant Service Manager, presented the information.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the resolution for Polk County for CDBG Funding for Allrail Small Business Entrepreneurial Assistance Grant, all applicable CDBG program policies, a resolution for Polk County Procurement Plan/CDBG Program, and the Administrative Contract with IPDC, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously. 
16. Recreation Complex Tractor – Commissioner Walker moved to approve the purchase of a New Holland Boomer 35 Tractor for the recreation complex in the amount of $19,705.00, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
17. Town of Tryon/Jervey-Palmer Building Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Proposal – This item was tabled during the August 6, 2012, BOC meeting.  Commissioner Owens moved to take the item off the table, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the Altamont Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the Jervey-Palmer Building, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.  A copy of the agreement is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.
18. A Brief Historical Overview of Polk County Land Use Ordinances – Cathy Ruth, Planner, gave the presentation.  A copy of the ordinance adoption dates is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes. 
19. Schedule a Public Hearing for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1An Ordinance Concerning Nature-Oriented Non-Motorized Outdoor Recreation;  Providing a Definition;  Amending the Polk County Zoning Ordinance to Authorize Nature-Oriented Non-Motorized Outdoor Recreation as a Permitted Use in the MU, HC, I, and FF Zoning Districts and as a Conditional Use in the AR, MR and NC Zoning Districts;  Amending the Mountainside and Ridgeline Protection Ordinance for the Zoned Areas of Polk County to Provide an Exemption for Nature-Oriented Non-Motorized Outdoor Recreation – Commissioner Owens moved to schedule the public hearing for September 10, 2012, at 7:00pm in the Polk County Middle School auditorium, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
20. Manager’s Report – Commissioner Pack moved to approve the AECOM Proposal in the amount of $10,900 for Dam Failure Analysis (DFA) and Emergency Action Plan (EAP) for Turner Shoals Dam, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the AECOM Proposal in the amount of $7,900 for Supplemental Analysis to Spillway Design Flood (SDF) Evaluation for Turner Shoals Dam, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  County Manager Whitson said these analyses are routine and required by the state periodically.
21. Budget Amendments – A) Commissioner Owens moved to approve Budget Amendment #3, $18,800 – To transfer the amounts from Capital Reserve escrowed for dam maintenance for the purpose of the EAP & SDF proposals, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  B) Commissioner Owens moved to approve Budget Amendment #7, $39,934 – Difference of salary budgeted for Chief Deputy Greenway from Jail to Sheriff; difference of S. Scoggins salary who retired and replacement J. Smith to cover salary for new Jail Administrator hired through contracted labor with balance coming from Sheriff Capital, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  C) Commissioner Pack moved to approve the CDBG 2011 Community Investment & Assistance Grant Project Budget Ordinance in the amount of $250,000, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  D)  Discussion ensued regarding Budget Amendment #1 in the amount of $10,000 to appropriate fund balance for a venture that will promote Polk County’s tourism industry.  This is a request from the ETDC to use occupancy tax money to sponsor the new Green River Games event.  Sara Bell, owner of Green River Adventures, spoke in favor of the sponsorship.  The Board requested that Green River Games organizer John Grace be present at the September 10, 2012, meeting to discuss this event in more detail.    
22. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Steven King was appointed to the Animal Cruelty Investigators by unanimous vote; Malinda Cox was appointed to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council by unanimous vote; Stephanie McMahon was appointed to the Mental Health Advisory Board by unanimous vote; Patricia Adcock was appointed to the Social Services Board by unanimous vote.     
23. Volunteer Boards for Review – Three applications for the Economic & Tourism Development Commission were reviewed.   
24. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Ricky McFalls said he wants the BOC to look closely at the UDO and consider that the citizens who actually own mountain property will be affected by the ordinance; the slope requirement should be more than 25%.  Katherine Smith said she is pleased to hear about the potential for new jobs in the county, as well as a well-attended sporting event.
25. Commissioner Comments – Commissioners thanked everyone for coming out.
26. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously. 
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