January 13, 2014

Page 1 of 1

POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WORK SESSION
January 13, 2014 6:00 P.M.
Polk County Library Conference Room
Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, media and citizens.
1. Call to Order of the Budget Work Session – Chair Owens called the meeting to order.  
2. Invocation – Mr. David Rowe gave the invocation.
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Gasperson led the pledge.
4. Opening Comment – Chair Owens read the following statement:  “I’d like to take a second to remind each of you the goal and purpose for creating a Polk County Economic Development Policy and Strategic Plan is to include all phases of economic development by using the Polk County 20/20 Vision Plan as a guide.  This will enhance Polk County’s opportunity to take advantage of being located at the intersection of I-26 and future I-74, being within striking distance of two (2) sea ports, and within 30 miles to an Inland Port. All of this is part of the Piedmont-Atlantic Mega- Region.  This policy will help to preserve our Ag-rural nature and give us an opportunity to have some ‘living wage’ jobs as well.  There is no intention to diminish or lessen the importance of the equine business, or any other businesses we already have.”
5. Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan – Mr. Robert Williamson of Strategic Work Systems, Inc., presented the document for review and discussion.  A copy of the revised draft with amendments notated is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.
6. Adjournment – Commissioner Holbert moved to adjourn the work session, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
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