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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING & 

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 7, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
In attendance:  Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, and Commissioner Holbert.  Commissioner Pack was not in attendance.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Subdivision Ordinance Public Hearing – Chair Owens called the public hearing to order. The purpose of the public hearing was to take public comment on the Planning Board’s recommendation that the BOC amend and enact an ordinance to modify the Subdivision Ordinance to amend language of inconsistencies.  The public hearing was advertised in The Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Cathy Ruth, Planner, presented the information.  The information is included under Agenda Item #10 in the Board packet.
2. Citizen Comments – Gary Poague questioned why the Board majority rescinded the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) when over 100 citizens spent years - and the county spent almost $200,000 - on creating the document.  He also expressed concern that the county’s mountains and ridgelines are not being protected.
3. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Gasperson expressed his support of passing a “cleaned up” version of the UDO.  Commissioner Holbert said the original intent of the UDO was to consolidate and simplify the ordinances, but it ended up as a zoning document.  Commissioner Gasperson said the UDO did not contain any additional zoning for the county.
4. Adjournment – Commissioner Holbert moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
Prior to the regular meeting, Commissioner Holbert stated that it is inappropriate for members of the public to criticize county employees during Board of Commissioners’ meetings.  Chair Owens reiterated that the BOC would not allow attacks on county employees during Board meetings.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Owens called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Commissioner Holbert gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Vice-Chair Gage led the pledge.
8. Approval of Agenda – Vice-Chair Gage asked that Agenda Item #27., Closed Session, be removed; Interim County Manager asked that “Budget Amendment” be added as Agenda Item # 19.a.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  
9. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve the March 17, 2014, regular meeting minutes, and the March 18, 2014, and March 24, 2014, economic development work session minutes, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
10. Subdivision Ordinance – Vice-Chair Gage moved that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made a part of the record of this proceeding, that the Board of Commissioners approve the proposed modifications to the Polk County Subdivision Ordinance to amend language of inconsistencies as stated in the written recommendation of the Planning Board, and that the Board of Commissioners find the proposed Amendment is neither consistent nor inconsistent with the County’s 20/20 Vision Plan, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson.
Citizen comments:  Gary Poague encouraged the Board to move forward on the UDO.
11. Early College Financing Agreement Resolution – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the resolution authorizing the filing of an application for approval of a financing agreement authorized by NC General Statute 160A-20, and to set a public hearing for 7:00 P.M. on April 22, 2014, in the R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
12. Budget Amendment – Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve BA #10, Addition, DSS, $5,918 – To increase revenues and expenditures for new allocation from the State; 100% State funding, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
13. 2014/15 Fiscal Year NC Education Lottery Application – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the 2014/15 Fiscal Year NC Education Lottery Application to allow the county to use lottery funds to pay the QZAB payment for Tryon Elementary, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.    
14. Blue Ridge National Heritage Area Partnership Grant – Dawn Jordan, Interim Ag Economic Development Director, gave a summary of the recently received $24,700 grant for the Mill Spring Ag Center.  
15. Recreation Department Update – Jerry Stensland, Interim Recreation Director, presented an overview of the department’s current sports leagues, and gave an update on the after school program.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is hereby incorporated by reference in to these minutes.  
16. First Responders Update – Michael Crater, EMS Director, gave an update on the county’s emergency medical service system.  Additional/supplemental training sessions are being offered locally for emergency medical personnel; the State has approved Polk County emergency medical personnel to administer epinephrine; the new ambulance should be ready in the next week; employee safety and first aid/CPR training classes are currently being scheduled.
17. Child Fatality Prevention & Protection Team 2013 Annual Report – Ruth Richardson, Chair, DSS Director Lou Parton, and Kiesa Kay, Protection Team community representative, presented the report, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference in to these minutes.    
18. April 2014 - Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Month Proclamation – Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve the proclamation declaring April 2014 as Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Month, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
19. Jail Repair Estimates – Mickey Edwards, Maintenance Director, presented the estimates to improve the jail’s shower facilities, install sewer pipe covers, remove heating coils, and replace the compressor, totaling $22,268.  These repairs will remedy issues highlighted by recent State inspections.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the estimates, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
19.a. Budget Amendment – Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve BA #89, Maintenance, $22,268 – Transfer from Manager’s discretion to Maintenance to repair jail, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
20. ETDC Applicants – Commissioner Gasperson recommended the Board appoint Sara Bell and Laura Weicker to the ETDC; their applications were reviewed on August 19, 2013, but were never subsequently voted on.  Vice-Chair Gage asked that ETDC board membership be frozen until the Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan has been completed, as the composition of the board could change.  Vice-Chair Gage moved that, effective April 7, 2014, ETDC membership be frozen for a maximum of ninety days, or until such time as the Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan has been adopted and there is clear direction on membership composition, and that from 9/30/13 thru the date the ETDC is unfrozen will have no effect on membership term limits, seconded by Commissioner Holbert.

Citizen comments:  ETDC Chair Ambrose Mills urged the Board to appoint Ms. Bell and Ms. Weicker to the ETDC as soon as possible; Ms. Weicker asked to the appointed to the ETDC; Gary Poague questioned the suitability of consultant Robert Williamson’s credentials relative to the county economic development plan he was hired to create, as well as the necessity of hiring an outside consultant to begin with.

Commissioner Gasperson said the motion made, rather than resolving the conundrum created in August 2013, will create more problems and he cannot support it.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried 3-1 (Gasperson opposed).  

21. Local License Plate Agency – Commissioner Gasperson inquired about the status of a potential local license plate agency.  Commissioner Gasperson said he does not want additional tax payer money to be spent on a tag office.  Commissioner Holbert said the State advertised for the license plate agency in the Asheville Citizen-Times through April 7, 2014, and, if no one applies for it, then the county will have an 80% chance of getting a local tag office.
22. April - National County Government Month - Polk County Flag – Chair Owens asked that this item be placed on the agenda to consider sponsoring a high school art class county flag design competition.  It was the consensus of the Board to support this competition by contributing $40 each toward a $200 prize to be awarded to the winner. 
23. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Ted Hiley was appointed to the Library Board of Trustees by unanimous vote; John McDowell, James Shehan, and Steve Shehan were appointed to the Mill Spring Fire District Tax Commission; Bill Davis was appointed as a regular at large member of the Planning Board by unanimous vote.  Vice-Chair Gage announced that all Polk County volunteers are eligible for membership in the Local Government Federal Credit Union. 
24. Volunteer Boards for Review – Applications for the following boards were reviewed:  Nursing Home Advisory Committee – 1 application, 1 regular vacancy; Recreation Advisory Board – 2 applications, 1 regular vacancy; Region C Workforce Development – 2 applications, 2 regular vacancies; Saluda Fire District Tax Commission – 3 applications, 3 regular vacancies.  
25. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Scott Woodworth spoke against the UDO.  Dave Maxwell questioned whether consultant Robert Williamson’s credentials qualify him for the task of creating a county economic development plan, and said the eleven member ETDC is being underutilized.  Gary Poague criticized the Board for paying previous County Manager Whitson $178,590 severance in severance.  Debbie Arceneaux commented on Mr. Whitson’s employment history, spoke against the UDO, talked about her recent experience in Washington, DC, commended Jerry Stensland and Michael Crater for their job performances, and thanked Commissioner Holbert for his work on obtaining a local license plate office.
26. Commissioner Comments – Vice-Chair Gage said child welfare issues are complex, and he is committed to improving the lives of our children.  Commissioner Gasperson spoke complimentarily about former County Manager Whitson.  Commissioner Holbert thanked everyone for coming out, and reminded the citizens that the current BOC in comprised of three veterans.  Chair Owens addressed recent criticism of Interim County Manager Pittman, and copy of his statement is hereby incorporated by reference in to these minutes.
27. Closed Session – Motion to go in to closed session for the purpose of attorney-client privilege, GS 143-318-11(a)(3).  This agenda item was removed.
28. Return to Open Session – Motion to return to open session.         

29. Adjournment – Commissioner Gasperson moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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