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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ REGULAR MEETING

July 7, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Owens, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Vice-Chair Gage was not in attendance.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order – Chair Owens called the meeting to order.
2. Invocation – Rev. Don Hollifield, Coopers Gap Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  Chair Owens asked those present to remember recently deceased veterans Lonnie Hall, Jr., USAF, Alvin Bill Dyer, U.S. Army, and Marvin Arledge, U.S. Army.
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Interim County Manager Pittman led the pledge.
4. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
5. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve the May 30, 2014, special meeting minutes, the June 2, 2014, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, and the June, 16, 2014, regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
6. Tryon Resort – Development partner Mark Bellissimo gave a presentation on the new equestrian center/luxury resort currently under construction.  A citizens’ question and answer period of approximately one hour’s duration followed the presentation. 
7. June Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, presented the request in the amount of $981.66.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the request, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
8. Tax Department Position Reclassification Request – Melissa Bowlin presented the request to reclassify a full-time Assistant Appraiser (Grade 20) position to a full-time Tax Customer Service Representative (Grade 16) effective August 15, 2014.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the reclassification, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
9. Budget Amendment – Sandra Hughes, Finance Director, presented BA #1, Ag Economic Development, Addition, $8,175 – Grant funds received in FY14 ($8,000 from PCCF and $800 from Ball Canning); the amendment is for the remaining funds not spent in the prior year.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the budget amendment, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.

10. NC State Fire Association Scholarship – The Board recognized Polk County Communications Department employee and Sunny View Fire Department Captain Marty McGuinn’s receipt of this scholarship in the amount of $6,000.  The scholarship must be used in seeking a degree directly related to fire service. 
11. Economic & Tourism Development Commission (ETDC) Annual Report – Ambrose Mills, ETDC Chair, gave the presentation.  Citizen comments:  Gary Poague criticized the Board majority for not engaging the ETDC more during the creation of the proposed economic development policy and strategic plan.
12. Republic Services Transportation & Disposal Agreement Amendment – Interim County Manager Pittman presented the amendment to the agreement wherein Republic Services will pay the county $660 each quarter in consideration for the county conducting roadside litter cleanup along the Hwy. 9 and Hwy. 108 corridors from the transfer station to Hwy 74.  Interim County Manager Pittman is to work with the Appearance Commission in finding a contractor.
13. Transfer Station Loader Quotes – Neal Hall, Solid Waste Director, presented two quotes for a new loader for the transfer station.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the James River Equipment quote for a new John Deere Model 544K Wheel Loader in the amount of $148,458, and including the 36 month/6000 hour powertrain and hydraulic warranty in the amount of $1,765, for a total amount of $150,223, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously. 
14. DSS Building Repairs Update – County Attorney Jana Berg presented the scope of work for sanitary sewer repair, and completion of the original project punch list, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Ms. Berg also presented the bid tabulation, which included four bids.  HVAC repairs will be undertaken as soon as the sources of the problems have been comprehensively identified.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve G.E.M. Constructors, Inc.’s bid in the amount of $82,146 for the sanitary sewer repair and completion of the original project punch list.  Commissioner Pack asked that the motion be amended to include resolution of the shower pan issue, and to include that the project must begin within forty-five days of approval.  Commissioner Gasperson concurred with the amendments to the original motion, the amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  Citizens comments:  Renee McDermott gave a brief history of the new DSS building as well as the Jervey Palmer building in Tryon, which formerly housed the Department of Social Services.
15. County Manager Position – Commissioner Pack moved to instruct Clerk to the Board Fehrmann to place an advertisement in the appropriate venues for this position for thirty days, seconded by Commissioner Holbert.  Commissioner Gasperson asked that the motion be amended to state that no action will be taken to hire a permanent county manager until after the upcoming November election, and after the newly elected Commissioners are sworn into office in December; the motion received no second and failed.  With the original motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried 3-1 (Gasperson opposed).  Citizen comments:  Dennis Hill, Gary Poague, Renée McDermott, Shannon Carney and David Maxwell all asked the Board to defer hiring a permanent county manager until after the election and the new Commissioners are seated.  Dave Pschirer encouraged the Commissioners to hire the most qualified candidate.  Scott Woodworth suggested an employee survey be conducted in order to rate Interim County Manager Pittman’s performance.
16. NCACC Annual Conference Voting Delegate – Commissioner Holbert moved to designate Chair Owens as the voting delegate for the 107th NCACC Annual Conference to be held August 14 - 17, 2014, in Asheville, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
17. Manager’s Report – 1) Interim County Manager Pittman reported that - based on Yancey County’s revenues - the total budget needed for the DMV/Tax Department facility for the first year is $65,664, which includes $18,806 in one-time capital expenses.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve BA #2, Tag Office, Addition, $65,664 – To increase revenue and expense and appropriate contingency for estimates to operate a tag office, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.    2) Mr. Pittman announced that Seasons of Life Adult Day Services began operating on June 30, 2014.  
18. Economic Development Consultant – Commissioner Pack moved to extend consultant Robert Williamson’s contract through the middle August 18, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Holbert.  Citizens comments:  Carolyn Ashburn asked that the Economic & Tourism Development Director position be advertised in order to hire the best candidate.  Dave Pschirer asked if it was customary for the Board to vote on an issue prior to taking public comment, and urged the Commissioners to review their parliamentary procedures.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried 3-1 (Gasperson opposed).
19. Volunteer Boards for Review – Juvenile Crime Prevention Council – 1 application for 1 regular vacancy was reviewed.
20. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Item – Scott Woodworth said the current BOC balance represents what the citizens of Polk County wanted.  Dennis Hill said the citizens will decide who the best representatives are, expressed his support of Tryon Resort, and criticized the Commissioners for not commenting on Agenda Item #11, Economic & Tourism Development Commission (ETDC) Annual Report.  Margaret Parker criticized the local Republican Party for a t-shirt disparaging “Liberals” which was on sale at the Republican booth during the recent Fourth of July celebration in Columbus.  Debbie Arceneaux urged decorum during BOC meetings.  Ms. Arceneaux began to express her opinion regarding former County Manager Ryan Whitson, but was urged by County Attorney Berg to keep her comments general rather than specific to an individual county employee.  Judy Heinrich invited everyone to attend the ice cream socials on Sundays at Tryon Resort.  Gary Poague asked the Commissioners to strongly oppose the t-shirt previously referred to by Ms. Parker.  Maryneal Jones criticized the local Republican Party for its dunking booth at the Fourth of July celebration, which she believed deprecated President Obama and Hilary Clinton.  Terry Catalano also criticized the aforementioned t-shirt and dunking booth.  David Maxwell questioned economic development consultant Robert Williamson’s credentials relative to economic development.
21. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Holbert said it is his intention to resolve the DSS issues, not to place blame on anyone.  Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Pack and Chair Owens spoke in support of Tryon Resort.  Chair Owens also urged both political parties to be positive.
22. Closed Session – Commissioner Pack moved to go into closed session for the purpose of attorney-client privilege, GS 143-318.11(a)(3), seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
23. Return to Open Session – Commissioner Pack moved to return to open session, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Pack moved to redact, unseal and release the closed session meeting minutes included in Batch No 2014-3, comprised of minutes from January 24, 2011, through May 19, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
24. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
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